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The practice of Intentionally
walking a batter who happens to
come up at a time when a base hit

‘means vietory Is not a popular onas

with a majority of the fans, though,
of course, the plicher must be given
credlt for employing strategy when
he resorta to this plan to help him-
gelf out of u hole.

It has been a question of how
ths rules could be changed to pre-
vant =& Dplteher from purposely
walking a batter. He could surely
do this without making it apparent
that this was his purpose,

The latest suzgestion for a rule

which would give the batter a
chance under such conditions
comes from the veleran Jack

Doyle, one of the greatest players
the game has ever known.

Doyle would force the pltcher to
put at least one ball over the plate
befors he could be allowed to walk
& batter,

He clalms that such & rule would
give the battar & chence to show
his prowess,

The i1dea s a noval one, but It
would not help matters much, for it
would be melther falr to the batter
nor pltcher,

If the batsman did happen to hit
the one good ball the pltcher would
loses out just the same, and If the
batsman did not chance to connect
en the ball he would be In the
same position as before.

It ia not llkely that the rule
makers will make any changes cov-
ering thia point because It ia not an
easy matter to adjust In a satisfac-
tory manner.

But what will the new rule do to
the overworked hurlers, If It does
go into effect?

Two redoubtable workmen of the
box are probably out of the game
forever rignt now because Lhey
found the demand for box efficlency
tod onerous,

These stars ~f the natlonal game
mre “Big E4d” Walsh of the Chicage
Yhite Sox and Jack Coombas of Lthe
FPhiladelphla Athletica.

Never did the Mackmen cross a
Held that blg Jack Coombs was not
the first man signaled out for Lhe
favér of the fans,

In the opinlon of Connle Mack
he was the greatest of the modern
pitchers In a pinch.

JACHK COOMBS PLANS
HURLING BIG OPENER,

Singularly enough Big E4 Walsh,
whom Jimmy Callahan, the boss of
the Chicago White Sox, declared the
Ereatest pitcher who ever lived In
& plnch, broke down the same year
a8 Coombs.

The latter pltched the first game
©f last sezson against the world's
thamplon Boston Red Box In a rain-
Etorm,

It was in the city of the Hub
that he took the cold that finally

turned into
ington,

Game to the core, Coomhs bat-
tled agalnst the ravages or nis dls-
eqse, Pronounced cured In Sep-
tember, he reported to Mack, but
broke down agnin

He I3 now out and plucklly says
he will be In the Lox opening day
of the 1514 season,

The Mack Men won a pennant
without Coombs, bul the White Sox
were not so lucky,

Nearly everyone admits that If
the Chlcago club had the services
of Walsh, they would eome exceed-
ingly close to winning the poennant
In spite of thelr weak offense,

Thera may be considerable truth
In this contentlon, too, for the
White Sox of last =eason appeared
every bit as strong as that team of
1906 which won a world's cham-
plonship, althouzh designated as
the "FHitless Wonders"

Whether or not Walsh  could
have bridged the gop hetween the
Callahanites and the Macks ls not
A part of this story, but o whole
lot of the fans throughout the
country seemed to conslder It a
raw deal from the hand of fate that
thea White Sox did not have tha
services of the Big Moose,

But there s an old supsrstition
that you cannot have the cake and
eat it

Certaln it was that Walsh eould
not go on forever working the way
he worked for the past eight years,

Even his magnificent physlqua
wes bound to show the effects of
the load he was willing to earry.

Only in one of the campaigns
previous to that of last season had
ho been out for more than a brief
time,

That was In 1209 when he llis-
tened to bad advice nnd held out
for bigger money than his contract
called for.

He reported without any spring
training and dld not get into real
shape until well into the seasocn.

Walsh s Indeed a wondorful
specimen of a man.

He stands over six feet In his
stockinzs and ls considered hy
many as the handsomest player that
ever graced a dlamond,

ED WALSH BORN IN
PENNSY MOUNTAINS,

He was born In the Pennsylvania
mountains and grew tall and
Eiralght and vigorous as the plnes
Of the hilla he climbed when a boy.

He was 23 years of age when
Presjdent Charley Comiskey saw
him playing with the Newark, N.
J., team of the Eastern League,

Almost at sight of Walsh, Comla-
key put In a clalm for his services
But the Chlcago preeldent had
(Quite a bLattle trying to land him In
his camp, as Walter Burnham, man-
ager of the Newark club, claimed
he was exempt from belng drafted
as his club had a prior contract to
play In Newark in 1904,

The blg player was finally award-
ed Lo Chicago. While with the
Eastern League prior to joining the
Box, Walsh was consldered the
gpeadiest pitcher in tho game.

He was even then not only & great
hurler, but a good all-around play-
er, as he could play well both thie
Infield and outfield positlons and
frequently did so.

Walsh weighed 215 pounds In
#hape, btu notwithstanding all this
:tm—.w and muscle was exceedingly
ast.

Whalsh started hls eareer as a
Professional In 1902 with the Merl-
den, Conn., team of the New Eng-

typhold fever at Wash-

PPER left, Ed Walsh.
Upper center, the Ath-
letics arriving on the base-
ball field. Upper right,
Jack Coombs. Lower left,
Connie Mack. Lower right,
Jimmy Callahan.

land League. He was reserved for
the season of 1904 by that team.
His phenomenal work attracted at-
tention, and after the Fourth of
July he was sold to Newark, whern
he finlshed the geason, winnlng
over T0 per cent of his games.

While In the Eastern he won
double-headers for his club on four
different occaslons

Walsh was born in Plalns, Pa.,
May 22, 1882, He was a coil miner
in his bovhood dsve and It was
while followlng that work that he
first showed excellence ns a ball
LOsser.

Walsh's great effectivencss as a
pitcher was due to his spithall ana
it Is the pracileally unanimous opin-
fon that his continued use of this
shoot put him out of the game

Walsh, In hurling hils fooler, al-
wavs used a trifile of slippery elm-
bark In his mouth and molstened
an inch squire between the scams
of the ball, His thumb he ¢lnched
lengthwise, tightly on the opposite
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geam and, swinging his arm stralght
overhead, with terrific  force he
drove the ball stralght at the plate,
The Amerlcan League«during the
early life of the epltter wis refTerred

to by Charley Dryden as consisting
of “Ban Johnson, the spit ball and
the Wabash Rallroad.”

Walsh waa the Radbourne of
modern days Radbourna never

knew the meaning of thes word
“guit.,” Nelther did Walsh.

Other pitchers would lnusist upon
a rest of four or five days Letween

Eames Walsh asked for no more
than twenty-four hours' rest,
WONDERFUL DROP DBALL
OF ATHLETICS' PRIDE,

A famous feat of Walsh's was

turned in 1908, when he pltched fif-
ty-five games, He lost but [fteen
of that number,

Defending the lightest hitting
team Iin the Amerlean League, Big
Fd carried the through the
Year.

He practic
shoulders

Sox

ally bore them on hia
i when he zet them
down, they were tled with the De-
troit for the pennant

He had to win most of hls games
by holding his down to
one, LWo or no runs

Last year he broke down early In
the zenson at St Joe and was never
himself afterwards, pltehing few
games throughout the séazon,

Of Coombs, Malachy {ittredge
once =ald:;

Coombs was one of the groalest
pitchers who ever lived, because he
mastered the greatest of all twirllng

Tigers

opnonents

asants, the drop hall that does not
break from the right-handed bat-
ter

“1 don’t mean one of those ont-
drops, but a ball that comea
the plate squarely In the center and
falls from one to two feet without
thanging fta lateral direction

“Amaos Rusgie had the bhall
and he threw It with tremendons
epeed Rusie piteched that drop and
mixed It up with a fast @ne In closa
and the batter wha could solve
him econsistently never lived

“They tell me that Ramsey and
ather old-timers depended upon It
extenzlvely, hut they never had the
spoed of Rusle or Coombr

It Is n wonderful thing to be a
groat twirler,

Batting Is the =nul of baseball

It 1= what the levnote of a na-

up ta

EA TN

Where Our Popular Phrases Had Their Origin

“What 1s a .popular phrage?”
some one once askKed. "“Somaothing
we all repeat ke parrots, without
knowlng its real orizin or mean-
ing.,"” was the reply of the oynic;
and to a certain extent he was right.
How many of us, for Instance, can
tell how those common phrases,
“tuft-hunters” and "“fool's paradise"
nrose? We have an ldea that the
former réfera Lo the person who
seeks the soclety and apes the man-
ners of the “"Upper Ten;” but why
“tuft?" nnd why “paradize”™ for the
fool who shuts his eyes to threat-
ening trouliles and dangers satls-
fled with the enjoyment of the mo-
ment?

As o matter of fact, the latter
phrase originated in the theological
argument that there is a place for

fools just outside paradise, whila
tha term ‘“tuft-hunting took its
rise at the Unlversitles of Oxford

and Cambridge, where at one time

the young nohblemen wore a pecu-
larly formed cap with a tuft, which
presumably attracted hangers-on.
AMany other curlous storles of the
orlgin of populur phrages are glven
in “Everyday Phrases Explained"
(Pearson). It 15 related that “Hab-

E0N's cholce” arose from the fact
that Hobson., a noted carrier In
Cambridege. would oniy let out his

for hirae In ro-
to allow his
ose, A

horaes and conches
tatlon, refus
tomers o ch
caompelled to

cus-

customer bolng

take the horse near-

¢st the door. Thus It became cus-
tomary, when tYthing was forced
upon one, Lo s Hobfon's cholce.™
"Eating humble ple” ls o phrose
which really arose fiom the cor-
ruption of the word "umbles" or

“numbles.'" the coarser parts of a
deer killed In bunting, which, when
made into a ple

served for the lower
whilo ‘“cooking hls

were formerly re-
nunt EErVIANIN;

Boose” g a

phrase which originated when the
King of Sweden, on approaching a
hostlle town, exclted the contempt
of the inhubitants by the smallness
of hle army. To express this they
hung out a goose for him to shoot
at, whereupon the King eet fire to
the town to "cook thes goose.”
Long ago unscrupulous people
used to have 5 cat tled In a bag Lo
market, where they tried to sell It
for a plg If, however, a purchaser
openied the bag bLefore buying, the
cat. of course, lumped out, display-
ing the fraud Hlence the lerm
“letting the cat out of the bag."™
Golng o the dogs” comes [rom
the East, where Jdogs are scavengers
of the streets, and become 30 un-
clean a9 to be unfit to touch; while
the expresslon, ““Tell it to the ma-
rines' used to show disbellef in the
truth of a story, arcse from the tact
that when the marines frst went
alloat they were naturally rather

vgreen" concerning nautical affalrs
and someone who related a very toll
varp was told to “tell It 1o the ma-
.rlne.v." the Idea belng that they
could be more easily gBulled

It |s a curlpus fact that the phrase

'Bald as a badger” owes its origin
to authors of the past who had
exact knowledge of natural bhistor)
and who becauso the fr nd i
badger I8 covered Wit E 1
white hafrs, came ta the conclusion

that It was bald

Years ago a theilrical manoger
the hogus type had In his compuny
un ncltor whose strong polnt was the

ghost of "Hamlet.," TIf his salary wos
not forthcoming on Saturday this
actor would exclalm., “Then tha

ghost won't walk tonight," a phrase
which s &t uged by actors on pay
day, and which provides a stiriking
iNlustration of how a cosunl remark
becomes a common saylng,

tional convention {3 to polltics;
what the knockout is te pugllism;
what flour Is to bread;, what roast

heef 15 to England, and corn beef
and cabbage to the Irishman,

It 1s the big punch and it takea a
wonderful slabster to stop the big
guns of the game when they are
hitting or any other time, for that
matter,

A .300 batting average has kept
many an Ivory skull In baseball. It
caunses managers ta overlook errors
of omisslon and commission,

The Athletics defeated the Glants
in two world's series by everlasting-
Iy whallng the whey out of the ball,
but they would not have done that

It McGraw had possessed Walah,
for the hilg Chicago Tron Man al-
ways found the Mack Men easy

prey
ED WALSH TWIRLED IV
SIXTY-EIGHT BATTLES,

Walsh's Inst season on the mound
when he performed In a blg number
of games was In 1912,

He twirled in sixty-elght battles.

Sixty-twno of these were American
League games and six of them wers
ngninst the Chicago Cubs In the clty
series

In thesa latter games Wiilsh falled

to get into only three of the nine

that were played for at least an
Inning

The 1812 record glve Walsh

en victories and =eventeen

with a team that finlshed

There (s no doulbt Hut (f the Whits
Sox marvel had bheen pltching for a
contending team in all of his elght
vears, as he wans in 1906, 1507 and
1608, he would have made a showing

in the offielal records that would
never have been equaled |n the his-
tory of basaball

But, when the fans of the next
decada look over past dope, they
may wonder why Walsh galned such
a reputation. unless they total up the
number of gam=s In which hs per-

formend

If the new system of ranking
pitehers had been In use during the
Walsh wonld have
thereaboute, every

la=t nina years,
hean on top, or
gapNRON

It was just his luck to he out of
commission last season, in which the

Amerlean Lengue pitehors were for
the first time tested for actual ef-
ficlency

Saver times Waish tried to come
I s In=t i

His attempts were pltiful, It was
gorrowful T o thut once wizgard of

dismond ¢ tn excrcize hig old

.Y n ot when his waning
sirenzth = 11 not . fort his nat-

al a t I cu <

I'hs y 1 man wns broken
and smashed, And with him want
down the whole White Sox' mnrehins,

ves he has regnined his
Coombe |s recupor-

Walsh belle
strength of arm

ating in the Malne woods
That they may both come back
and bLring #1111 greater honor and

glory 1o the natlional game, s the
wish of every lrue fan.




